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"Evil-doers...who walk in evil ways like women who betray their
husbands, shall be consumed by Agni". It is also noticed that the
condemnation of adultery in the Smritis is essentially from the stand-
point of caste distinction. "Whatever woman betrays her husband
(deceives him by intercourse with another man), proud of her beauty
and her decent, the king shall cause her to be torn into pieces by
dogs in an open place. The paramour shall be roasted on an iron
bed; brushwood shall mean throw (upon the fire), there shall be evil-
doer be consumed".60 But the punishments in Manu are similarly
graded according to the caste to which the offenders belong. The
woman misused by a man belonging to an equal caste shall be
allowed to eat only sufficient to sustain life; the woman misused by
a man of a higher caste shall have her head shaved. A Brahmin for
intercourse with a Vaisya woman, a Kshatriya, for intercourse with
a woman of a lower caste, a Kshatriya or a Vaisya for the first
offence of intercourse with a Sudra woman, shall be fined. And if
a Sudra is guilty of adultery with the woman of a higher caste, he is
punished with the confiscation of property and the cutting off, of
his organ and if the woman were to be a guarded one, the penalty
may even be death. Similar punishment of death in case of a guarded
Brahmin woman was laid down for Vaisyas or Kshatriyas,
otherwise the punishments meted were heavy fines, imprisonment,
shaving of the head and watering of the head with urine.61
According to the traditional accounts of the indigenous
customary law of Ceylon, open punishment for adultery was usual
only where the wives of the King were involved. In other cases,
the husband was at liberty if he had caught the seducer in the act,
to beat, wound or even kill him.62 The legal principles also which
are in force in Burma, and which are traceable to Hindu law but
little modified by Buddhism, do not, in general, recognise the severe
penalties threatened in the Brahmin law books. Members of the
lower castes guilty of adultery with a Brahmin woman are to be
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